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SPEAKERS BY SESSION

Fueling Food Innovation: Investment, Entrepreneurship & Commercialization

SEPTEMBER 1–2, 2026  •  UC DAVIS ARC CONFERENCE CENTER 11

Investors and commercialization leaders will discuss what promising food innovations need to attract support, build strong companies, demonstrate market 
potential, and successfully navigate the journey from research to commercialization

Mike Lemcke
Director Aggie Venture Accelerator, UC Davis Venture Catalyst

Helps life-science innovators develop startups and move 
promising technologies from university laboratories into the 
marketplace through the Aggie Venture Accelerator and UC Davis 
Venture Catalyst.

Kim Fisher
Director of Programs, UC Davis Innovation Institute for Food 
& Health; CEO, Food & Health Angels
Connects emerging food and health research, 
entrepreneurship, and early-stage capital to accelerate 
innovation, drawing on extensive experience as a 
founder, executive, investor, and startup mentor.

Max Schmitz

The March Group

Evaluates early-stage food, consumer health, and clean-
energy opportunities while working with founders on 
fundraising, technology differentiation, commercialization 
strategy, and venture development.

David Mills

Distinguished Professor of Food Science and Technology, UC Davis

Brings deep expertise in food science, microbiology, and 
nutrition, translating research into opportunities for 
innovation and commercialization while connecting 
scientific discovery with entrepreneurship, investment, 
and emerging technologies shaping the future of food.

Moderator
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